
The Scarlet Letter - Study Guide

Part I. Matching:
Match each character with the descriptions below. 

You will use some characters more than once.
   

1. Sent to jail for committing adultery  ______________________

2. Believed to practice witchcraft   ______________________

3. Stands with Hester & Peal on a scaffold ______________________

4. A physician; treats Dimmesdale  ______________________

5. Wealthy, elderly gentleman; leads the town ______________________

6. Sister to Governor Bellingham   ______________________

7. Bostonʼs elder clergyman   ______________________

8. Hester Prynneʼs lover; father to Pearl  ______________________

9. Accomplished seamstress   ______________________

10. Torn between saving his congregation ______________________
 and committing his inner sin

11. Moody, mischievous, sprite-like child ______________________

12. Hesterʼs husband (in-disguise)  ______________________

Name 1
Date
Period

Hester Prynne   

Reverend Arthur 
Dimmesdale

Roger Chillingworth

Governor Bellingham

Pearl Prynne

Mistress Hibbins 

Reverend Mr. John Wilson  



Part II. Short Answer
Answer the following questions in 1-2 COMPLETE sentences. (Whatʼs a complete 

sentence? Must have a SUBJECT & PREDICATE.) 

Chapter 1 - The Prison Door
1. What colony is the setting for the novel?

2. What is one symbolic interpretation of the rose bush in this section?

Chapter 2 - The Market Place
3. What is the relationship between religion and law in Puritan New England?

4. What is Hesterʼs sin?  Punishment?

Chapter 3 - The Recognition
5. What gesture does the stranger make to Hester that suggests he knows her?

6. Why wonʼt Hester name the childʼs father?

Chapter 4 - The Interview
7. What is the relationship between Chillingworth and Hester?

8. Did Hester ever love her husband? Quote Hester to support your answer.

Chapter 5 - Hester at her Needle
9. What talent did Hester use to support herself and Pearl?

10. What garments is Hester not allowed to sew and why?

Chapter 6 - Pearl
11. What does the Scarlet Letter mean to Pearl?

12. What do the townspeople say about Pearl?
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Date
Period



Chapter 7 - The Governorʼs Hall
13. Name 2 reasons Hester visits Governor Bellingham.

14. What is the Governorʼs role in the Puritan community?

Chapter 8 - The Elf and the Minister
15. Who do you think the “Elf” and the “Minister” are that the chapter title refers to - and 
why?

16.To which visitor (in this scene) does Pearl respond to lovingly? Why do you think this 
is?

Chapter 9 - The Leech
17. To whom in the colony does Chillingworth attach himself as a medical advisor?

18. Quote a sentence from this chapter that associates Chillingworth with evil.

Chapter 10 - The Leech and His Patient
19. What is a leech? What double/symbolic meaning does the word leech have for this 
chapter? (Hint - Try to figure out who is the “leech” and who the patient is first.)

20.What discovery does Chillingworth make when Dimmesdale “fell into a deep, deep 
slumber”?

Chapter 11 - The Interior of a Heart
21. What effect does Reverend Dimmesdaleʼs guilt have upon his popularity in the 
colony?

22. What practices does Dimmesdale begin as a result of his guilt?

Chapter 12 - The Ministerʼs Vigil
23. What is a vigil? Where does Dimmesdale hold his vigil?

24. What promise does Dimmesdale refuse to make to Pearl?
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Chapter 13 - Another View of Hester
25. How has the townspeopleʼs view changed toward Hester?

26. What does Hester resolve to do in this chapter?

Chapter 14 - Hester and the Physician
27. What does Hester want Chillingworth to do?

28. What effect has Chillingworth had on Dimmesdale? Quote a line to support your 
answer.

Chapter 15 - Hester and Pearl
29. Read Hesterʼs description of Chillingworth in this chapter carefully. How does she 
feel about him?

30. What questions does Pearl ask her mother? Why do they trouble Hester?

Chapter 16 - A Forest Walk
31. Where does Hester plan to meet Dimmesdale? Why?

32. Why does Pearl think the minister holds his hand over his heart?  How is there 
symbolic truth in what she says?

Chapter 17 - The Pastor and His Parishioner
33. What is Dimmesdaleʼs “secret poison his malignity, infecting all air about him?”

34. Does Hester still love Dimmesdale?  Use a quote to support your answer.  Cite a 
page number.

Chapter 18 - A Flood of Sunshine
35. What is Dimmesdaleʼs decision in response to Hesterʼs plea that they leave the 
colony?  Cite a quote and page number to support your answer.

37. Near the end of this chapter, the forest creatures are naturally drawn to Pearl and 
recognize her as “a kindred wildness.”  How do you account for this wildness in Pearl ?
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Chapter 19 - The Child at the Brookside
38. What is Pearl ʼs reaction to Dimmesdale?  How is Pearl a symbol for Hester and 
Dimmesdale?

Chapter 20 - The Minister in a Maze
39. Where have Hester and Dimmesdale decided to go when they leave Boston ?  Why 
do they choose to go to Europe rather than remain in the New World ?

Chapter 21- The New England Holiday AND Chapter 22 - The Procession
40. What have the crowds of people gathered in the market-place to witness?

Chapter 23 - The Revelation of the Scarlet Letter AND Chapter 24 - Conclusion
41. How does Pearl react when Dimmesdale calls Hester and herself to mount the 
scaffold with him?

42. Dimmesdale enters the church energetically and upright to give his sermon;  he 
leaves it stooped and tottering.  How would you account for each of these quite different 
ways he carried himself?  What  might we assume has happened to him during the 
course of the sermon?

43. What do you think Dimmesdale means when he describes his and Hesterʼs sin as 
violating “our reverence for each otherʼs soul”?

FINAL THOUGHTS
44. Some readers believe that the elaborate decoration that Hester embroiders on the 
scarlet letter indicates her rejection of the communityʼs view of her act.  Do you agree or 
disagree?  Explain (in a well-formed paragraph of 6-7 sentences). Answer is worth 6 
points.
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